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Today’s Reading

John 5:1-9 and Acts 16: 9-15


Acknowledgment of Country 


We begin today by acknowledging the Traditional 
Owners of the land on which we gather here in Balmain, the Gadigal people of the 

Eora Nation, and we pay our respects to Elders and leaders, past, present and 
emerging. 

- Let us collect in silence -


— A Silent Collect —

Lighting the candle  

Christ is our light,  
For our path and for our journey.  

The darkness tries to hide,  
But darkness could not over come our light.  
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Call to Worship 
God, 


Shine on us today. 

Enter into our time of worship and fellowship, 


That we might be blessed by your love. 

Fill our hearts with good news,  

Let is change us, remake and renew us.  

Let your people praise you, 

So that all the Earth hears of your goodness. 


Fill our hands with your works,  
Our mouths with your song,  
Set our feet on your path,  

That all may know your love.  
Amen.  

Hymn/Song :   See I make all things new 


Refrain  
See, I make all things new 

New as night turns to morning 
The Spirit is calling 

I’m with you 
I make all things new  

V1. The rivers are bursting with life

The stars in the night sky sing praise


Come to me in joy


Come to me in song

All of creation rejoice! 


Refrain 

V2. Trust in the promise of life

Colour the earth with my love


Come to me in joy

Come to me in song


Open your hearts rejoice! 

Refrain 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Prayer of Thanksgiving and Adoration  

What do we give thanks for today?  

…  

God, you bless our lives each day, 

Even when we cannot see or we do not know, 


Our faith stirs your works in us, 

Hope burns new possibilities through us, 

And love taps at the doors of our hearts. 


Thank you God for these gifts. 

Amen. 


  

Prayer of Confession 

Peace-maker, 

You know us and love us unconditionally. 


Too often, we do not love others as you ask us to. 


Caught up in conversation, 

We commit wrongful words, laugh at humour that is demeaning, 


Allow insinuation, gossip, and hard words to continue. 


We can be too slow to act, or speak out, 

Afraid for ourselves, like Peter’s denials after your arrest, 


We become quiet and afraid. 


When we forget your justice, your love, and allow

Untruths and prejudice to continue. 


Teach us how to move in your ways. 

To love without judgement, to embrace without prejudice, 


To ask when we do not know, and forgive when we get it wrong, 

Or when others get it wrong for us. 


Forgive us. 

Amen. 
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Words of Assurance  

We are all known and loved by God. 


Our Sin is forgiven. 

Thanks be to God.  

Amen.  

Hymn / Song: Be not afraid  
Chorus: Be not afraid,  

For I am with your always  

Will there come a time, 
when greed and violence ceases, 

and the grieving earth is at peace? 

Lord is there one, 
who can ever be there… 

in my hour of need?  

The Liturgy of the Word  
All Age Conversation 

Readings 

Acts 16:9-15

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition


9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and 
saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to 
proclaim the good news to them.


11 We therefore[a] set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following 
day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath 
day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed[b] there was a place of prayer, 
and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman 
named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and 
a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by 
Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have 
judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon 
us.
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John 5:1-9

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

5 After this there was a festival of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.


2 Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew[a] Beth-zatha,[b] 
which has five porticoes. 3 In these lay many ill, blind, lame, and paralyzed people.[c] 5 One 
man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. 6 When Jesus saw him lying there and 
knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made well?” 
7 The ill man answered him, “Sir,[d] I have no one to put me into the pool when the water is 
stirred up, and while I am making my way someone else steps down ahead of me.” 8 Jesus 
said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was made well, and he 
took up his mat and began to walk.


Now that day was a Sabbath.


In this we hear the Word of God. 

Thanks be to God. 


Sermon 

Hymn/ Song: When I needed a Neighbour  TIS 629 
When I needed a neighbour, 

Were you there, were you there? 
When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 

Were you there?

I was hungry and thirsty, 

Were you there, were you there? 
I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 

Were you there?

I was cold, I was naked, 

Were you there, were you there? 
I was cold, I was naked, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 

Were you there?


When I needed a shelter 
Were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a shelter were you there? 
And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 

Were you there?


When I needed a healer, 
Were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a healer, were you there? 
And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 

Were you there?


When they put me in prison,

Were you there? Were you there? 


When they put me in prison, 

Were you there? 


And the creed and the colour 

And the name won’t matter, 


Were you there?  


Wherever you travel, 
I'll be there, I'll be there. 

Wherever you travel, I'll be there. 
And the creed and the colour 
And the name won't matter, 

I'll be there. 

 of 5 7



Prayers of the People.  

We gather our prayers for each other, the world and the church… 


In your mercy 

Hear our prayer 

… 


God we lay the concerns and yearnings of our hearts, spoken and unspoken into 
your hands. Help us, help us live with these, help us live out your word, 


Make us your hands and feet in your world. 

Amen.  

Announcements and Offering  

Prayers over the offering  
God of generosity, 


We offer these gifts as part of the wider gifts of our lives. 

Use our being and our living to bring about your kingdom. 


That we might be bearers of hope today and the days to come. 

Amen. 


The Sending forth of the people of God  

Commissioning and Blessing 
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We are God’s children, 

Forgiven, loved and blessed, 


Sent that we might be bearers of hope in the world. 


May the love of God enfold you,  
The presence of Christ surprise you,  

And the breath of the Spirit give you joy.  

The Peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 


Amen
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